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Nexus: A Brief History of Information 
Networks From the Stone Age to AI 
By Yuval Noah Harari

The Information Age has proved to be a lot more trouble than 
we were expecting. Misinformation. Conspiracy theories. 
Deepfakes. Historian Yuval Noah Harari (Sapiens) takes a 
high-altitude perspective on our current troubles by tracing 
the history of information networks back through time. The 
good news: Harari may have found a workable way forward.

The Serviceberry: An Economy of Gifts 
and Abundance
By Robin Wall Kimmerer

As Robin Wall Kimmerer, author of Braiding Sweetgrass 
harvests serviceberries alongside the birds, she considers the 
reciprocity ethic at the heart of the gift economy. While the 
free-market system we embrace touts individualism and defines 
value by monetary worth, a gift economy functions through 
an ethic of reciprocity and interconnection. How can we learn 
from Indigenous wisdom and ecological systems to reimagine 
currencies of exchange? 

The City and Its Uncertain Walls
By Haruki Murakami

The long-awaited new novel from Japanese author Haruki 
Murakami—his first in six years—is being billed as a “love story, a 
quest, an ode to books and to the libraries that house them and 
a parable for these strange post-pandemic times.” 

Books to Look for

The Seventh Veil of Salome 
By Silvia Moreno-Garcia

A young woman wins the role of a lifetime in a film about a 
legendary heroine—but the real drama is behind the scenes 
in this sumptuous historical epic from the author of Mexican 
Gothic.

1950s Hollywood: Every actress wants to play Salome, the star-
making role in a big-budget movie about the legendary woman 
whose story has inspired artists since ancient times.

So, when the film’s mercurial director casts Vera Larios, an 
unknown Mexican ingenue, in the lead role, she quickly becomes 
the talk of the town. Vera also becomes an object of envy for 
Nancy Hartley, a bit player whose career has stalled and who will 
do anything to win the fame she believes she richly deserves.
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